
Contact: André Brown                                                                                                                  
Co-Chair The Father & Family Network of Rhode Island                                        
abrown@ric.edu or 401-456-4623	


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                      

The First Annual Rhode Island Fatherhood Summit

Providence, Rhode Island, February 9, 2012--The Father & Family Network of Rhode Island, in 
conjunction with Casey Family Programs, is proud to announce the First Annual Rhode Island 
Fatherhood Summit. The event for fathers, professionals, educators and service providers, will 
take place on Wednesday, February 15, 2012, from 9am-2:30pm at the Shriner's Imperial Room, 
Rhodes Place, One Rhodes Place, Cranston, Rhode Island.

According to the 2009 US Census, 24 million children in America, a staggering one in three, live 
in homes without their biological fathers. Statistics compiled by the National Fatherhood 
Initiative have shown that children who live absent from their biological fathers, are two to three 
times more at risk than their peers to experience poverty, educational issues and engage in drugs.

"In order for families to get better, we need to have everyone at the table," said André Brown, co-
chair of the Father and Family Network of Rhode Island. "We need to give fathers the tools to be 
effective leaders in the lives of their children."

The First Annual Rhode Island Fatherhood Summit kicks off with fatherhood expert, Richard A. 
Claytor, Jr., presenting Leading Fathers to Success. The keynote address will be followed by 
brainstorming sessions of current realities and barriers facing dads. Topics include: Resources to 
Support Dads and Families, Education Issues, Legal Issues, Child Welfare/System of Care and 
Leading Latino Fathers to Success. 

"There's several reasons why we're not utilizing the strength of fathers," said Brown. "Partially, 
it's because we're not completely sure what their challenges are. But, in addition, traditionally, 
fathers have been left out of the child welfare equation. The system as a whole needs to change. 
And with this summit, we hope to move one step closer to doing just that."

About The Father & Family Network of Rhode Island: 

The Father & Family Network of Rhode Island envisions a world where society understands that 
fathers and mothers must share equally in supporting and nurturing children and families. As a 
result, fathers and mothers must have equal access to all available and necessary education, 
advocacy and resources. In our vision, society respects and values the critical role that both 
fathers and mothers play in creating happy, healthy and successful children and families.

Membership is open to any Rhode Island organization, including government, private, non-
profit, faith-based, grassroots or community based. Individual inquiries are also encouraged.
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